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The Weekly That Keeps You Infcrmed of the Current Broadway Critical Scene 


The Wisteria Trees-Mertin Beck, 3/29/50. Helen Heyes sters in Joshua Logan's 
Play based on Chekhov's "The Cherry Orchard". Kent Smith, Walter Abel and Peggy 
Conklin are featured in play presented by Logen.and Leland Hayward. 


Shows That Closed 


All You Need Is One Good-Break-Mansfield, 2/9/50-3/11/50.. arnold ifenoff’s play 
with two lives closed for second and final time. Lee Grant, John Berry and J» Ed- 
ward Bromberg were praised for their histrionic talents, but Manoff was accused of 
Putting his play together with a paste pot. Bolton, Morning. Telegraph, was the only 
Critic who enjoyed the pley. Pollock, Compass, wrote a follow-up story suggesting 
the critics might have been a bit too harsh on the playwright. ; 


Daily Reviewers Look At the New. Show 


Great To Be Alive-‘/inter Garden, 3/23/50. Split decision on Vinton Freedley's 
presentation of Bullock-Regan musical comedye Five "pros", five "cons". News, 
Herald Tribune, World Telegram and Sun, Women’s Wear Daily critics enjoyed the mix- 
ing of music, comedy, fantasy ‘and ghosts, Watts, Post, considered it a ramshackle 
but strangely pleasant affair. The others thought the authors’ original idea was 
more attractive than the producte Valerie Bettis’ dancing drew raves; material for 
Styart Erwin and Vivienne Siegel was termed weake Everyone worked hard, they con- 
cluded, but nothing come of ite . 


The Magazine Critics View the Plays 


The Consul-Barrymore, 3/15/50. Four music critics and five drama critics join 
the "bravos" shouted for the new work of triple-threat Gian-Carlo Menotti, who at 
38 has been nicknamed “boy wonder”. by the caption writers. All praised his skill in 
Staging the melodramatic book, and his splendid selection of the cast. Patricia 
Neway was welcomed as the town's newest star; Marie Powers won another set of beau- 
tiful notices. But the music critics were not wholly enthusiastic about the score. 
Wett, New Yorker, and the music critic of Time didn’t find much musical originality 
in ite While Kolodin, SRL, and the music critic of Newsweek both thought the score 
was equal in power and interest to the script. Gabriel, Cué, yelled “Sermon on the 
Podium’. Daily Worker critic liked Regina better, but thought this was a fine 
example of “good commercial theatre". Trade critics liked it, but Veriety critic 
wondered if it would be popular. 


Now I Iay Me Down to Sleep-Broadhurst, 3/2/50. Clurman, New Republic and Phelan 
Commonweal, enjoyed the Elaine Ryan dramatization of the Bemelmans novel starring 
the Marches, but they couldn't be specific as to their reasonse Clurman condemned 
the cartoon-like sets,the hoterogeneous acting and the bed case of under-directions 
but he ‘still found a certein: pleasing quality in the "rare, if somewhat pleasing 
@ishe"” Phelan echoed his comments, but she thought Croyn's direction was more than 


News Notes 


"' : Grdties Circle meets April 4th to vote.for best play, best musical and best fo- 
reign plays, Antoinette Perry Awards-will be made April 9th...Lee Tracy will launch 
@ 15 minute weekly theatrical gossip program April 5th over WOR (NeYe) at 9815 Pelle 
sponsored by Baker Brushes..eRobert Sylvester, drama editor of Newsy is having se- 
cond picture made fran his novel "Rough Sketch”...Ward Morehouse, WT&S, has signed 


with Whittlesey for a book of personal recollections and reminiscenses. 
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* The Green Room Department * 
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DEFENDS SHUBERTS::e-George Jean Nathan has joiried the Shuberts against the Justice De~ 
pertments He doesn't think the government has shown much intelligence in forc-_ 
ing their monopoly suite A mere look at the dearth of available plays proves 
thet the charges are falses 


ON MINORITY OPINIONS.» eSupport ing his “con reviews of three established hits, Watts, 
Post, is glad to see that the paying customers are not cowed by the critics in 
choosing their theatre faree Likewise, he notes, "The Cocktail Party has be- 
come a hit without the backing of the ‘intellectual critics‘." 


IDEA OF THE ‘JEFK,..Come the award season Bennett Cerf, SRL, promotes his “Hatchet 
Squed" plan to limit plays, books and movies. His. scheme would fine the pro- 
ducer of the play voted the "All Conquering Number One Stinker" by a board of 
judges» Three such annual awords, he hopes, would limit the amount of trash 
Produceéde 


WHERE'S REGINA.»»»Continuing his underground movement to get Regina back on Broadway, 
Pollock, Compass, looks at the success of The Consul as @ step in the right di- 
. Tection. Blitzstein's aim of modern opera is a. — and more logical goal 
then Menotti's, in Pollock*s opinion. 


SECOND VISIT.esRay Bolger, star of Where! s Charley, is the aenvest ~—— in town to. 
perpetusl motion, Sheaffer, Eagle, raved after visiting the musical that. hes . 
run more than 600 performances. ‘The critic this Bolger vehicle 
ly suited to Bolger's diverse talents, 


FIRST PERSON SINCUL ReoeVariety discovered in an unusual grammatical survey that the 
critics of eight NeYe dailies used the word "I" 309 times in reviewing the shows 
of the past two monthse Chapman, News, used it 98 times in covering the 16 
shows, runnereups were Garland, Journal-American, 78 and Watts, Post, 64. Pol- 
lock, Compass, didn’t use it at all, while Atkinson, Times, and Barnes, Herald | 

* Tribune, each used @n indirect first person reference oncée : 


* Interview Round Up ° 


PATRICIA NEWAYeeeNew=found star of The Consul hes the interviewers beating a path to 
her cold water flete She can't start. to think of moving out of the apartment 
until her debts are peid, she told Torre, ‘T&S. "I am just trying to hold on 
to my head," she revealed to Fields, Mirror, when he asked if the raves were 
changing here Fields is convinced she will remain as she is. . 


EILFEN. «New Yorkers are a friendiy people, the Mnglish actress in The Cocktail 


Party, confided to Morehouse, WT&S. But she doubts if they would be as nice to ~ 


her if she hed appeared in a flope 


LUDWIG BYMPIMANS oeeThe author of Now I Lay Me Down To Sleep and his two dogs dake 
teined Sylvester, News, at. his apartmente Bemelmans expressed 2 hearty dislike 


for Philadelphia, a stop on the tryout route of the playe The drama editor, who. 
had been expecting to sample Bemelmans’ cooking, wes surprised to find ain din- 


ner was from Casserole Kitchene 


PEARL BAILEYeeeHawkins,:WT&S, found thet the "style" of the star of Arms and:the Girl 


_is..simply a projection of her own personality. normally talks in the slure 
. Ting.drawl that delights audiences, her hand ben comés. from her father’ ‘who ae: 


Reverend of. the Roliere. 
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© Off Broadway ° 


, HEARTBREAK HOUSE,..Revival of the George Bernerd 5 play on-stage Giant mest: 
with the favor the group's past works haye wons Shanley, Times, agreed with 

-the other daily: critics that the play was much too long, but he did think: it re- 

mained an exciting, competent jobs Phodna, Herald Tribune, also, thought the 

production was acceptable, but could do with « little less shoutings,: Watts,. 
Post, found the cast notably unimpressive. - 


GREAT Bic DOORSTEP. ..Three erities had wonderful time at the Bauity 
Theatre production at the Dei/itt Clinton Community Center in the-Bronxe Atkin- 
Bon, Times, found that the comedy by Francis Goodrich and Albert Hackett is. 
better paced for peacetime viewing than it was in 1942, Hawkins, WT&S, suggest - 
@d a slight tightening of the pace, but. praised the. revivale. ;Rices- Post, is: 

positive the show would settle down for a lorig Off-Broadway rune All- praised: 
fine honors went to on fran The 
T 

ONE MAN.. eddie Cantor's "My Forty Years’ in. Show Business” ‘filed: Carnegie Hall. 
for three solid hourse Garlend, Journal-American, rated it one of the best | 
shows of the seasons. Fumkey Times, .and Rice, Post, liked -ity bat Fumke wont 


' dered if the show appealed as much to the youngsters as to the ‘oldsterss 
TWO LINE REVIEVS<e."1 ‘or/ Facts ‘of lite | in Ottawa" the poesy coument 
of Dickatein, Yagle.on.The Happy Times 


CRITICAL OSMOSIS. «Farrell, Wras, reports-an overheard conversation between an un- 

| nemed critic and e showman at Freemen Chum'ss Asking. why the critic panned the 
play, even though he stayéd till the end, he was told "I had to ™ hw plays 
Gibbs. (New: Yorker). one: asleep on. my shoulders” 


TRUE CONFESSIONS eGabriel, Cue, a to Ashton Stevens, critic, 
whispers Winchell, Mirrors:- “You can either love the theetre or you can review. 
it," he wrotee he gave eaid "Now ean be 
hat ed for myself alonee” oth 


‘Shows gre rated as.to how the critics liked them not if ‘they think they will be 
hite. “So-So" means the critic did not state directly if he recommended the show for 
an entertaining -or stimulating evenings Photostats of reviews ‘be- obtained at 25 . 
cents each to subscribers, 50 cents each to others. 


: 2. NY Herald Tribune 12. Women's Wear Daily 22 Commonweal” — 
NY News Daily Worker. . Cue : 
Se NY Compass 15. Journal of Commerce: 250 SateReview Lit. 
NY Post 16. George Jean Nathan... | 
7» NY Sun (Morehouse) ~ 17e-Morning Pelegraph §27,.Time . 
8. NY Journel American 18, Variety 28. Naw Republic 
Je NY World Telegram and Sun 19. Billboard | .. New Republie 
10. Brooklyn Wagle' 208 Theatré Arts =... .We Yorker 
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Arms and the Girle46th Street Theatre, 2/2/50. Pro: 
23924=30. Cont 22699226427, 


As You Like It-Cort, 1/26/50. Prot 


‘Geezer. and 12/21/4940’ pros 26 9. 


The Cocktadl Party-Miller, 1/2/50. Prov 


Gome Back, Little shabarBooth;. 2/15 ‘Bros 
23-26-29 Cone Son set 


- 


26-27-30.” be 


Gentlemen Prefer 206 Cons 621-284 SoeSos 16- 


The H@ppy Time-Plymouth, 1/24/50. Pros 19, Cone Nones 13-20-21, 
Know: My. Loveeshabért, °11/1/49.: ‘Gon ‘fone 
The Innocent s-Playhouse~-2/1/50. Prot 236 300 Nones 20921, 

Kiss es Kete-Century, 12/31/48. Prat. 28. Cons. 296 ‘Nones 28. 


The Sters-lusic Box, 10/30/49," “Pros 
2326. Be 30s So-S08 4=276 


The JAn-Fultony 1/19/50 Gone 2-13 
16=19=22-27-305 7-17-16. 


The Member of the Wedding-Empire, 1/5/50. Pros 25 vot obs: Nones22 


Miss Liberty-Imperial, Prot 42174195 gone 


Mister 2/13/48. Prot 242. Cont So-Sot 13-16-17+_ Nonet 28». 


‘Now I Iny Me-Dow to 3/2/5060 Prose 
Cons 1-3 6-17-1842 3-270 260 


26-30. Cont 27». So-Sos 230 


Cons 1 8-1 9-23-2 9-306 


The Velvet 12/26/49. Pros Gone 


25°26. Soesot Nones 10-28. 
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